THE WAR SITUATION
A speech delivered to the house of commons
october 8, 1940
September 23. General De Gaulle arrives of Dakar with & Free
French force accompanied by a British naval squadron.
Resistance is offered by the representatives of the Vichy
Government, and De Gaulle refrains from decisive
action and withdraws.
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[October 8, 1940.
MONTH has passed since Herr Hitler turned his rage and
malice on to the civil population of our great cities and
particularly of London. He declared in his speech, of 4th September
that he would raze our cities to the ground, and since then he
has been trying to carry out his fell purpose. Naturally, the first
question we should ask is to what extent the full strength of the
German bombing force has been deployed. I will give the House
the best opinion I have been able to form on what is necessarily
to some extent a matter of speculation. After their very severe
mauling on I5th August, the German short-range dive bombers,
of > which there are several hundred, have been kept carefully,
out of the air fighting. This may be, of course, because they are
being held in reserve so that they may play their part in a general
plan of invasion or reappear in some other theatre of war. We
have, therefore, had to deal with the long-range German bombers
alone,
It would seem that, taking day and night together, nearly 400
of these machines have, on the average, visited our shores every
24 hours" We are doubtful whether this rate of sustained attack
could be greatly exceeded; no doubt a concentrated effort could be
made for a few days at a time, but this would not sensibly affect
the monthly average. Certainly there has been a considerable
tailing off in the last ten days, and all through the month that has
passed since the heavy raids began on 7th September, we have
had a steady decline in casualties and damage to so-called vulnerable
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